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TAGS: PARM, SOPN 

SUBJECT: AUGUST 1 1 ROUNDUP: PRESS ITEMS OF ARMS CONTROL 
INTEREST 

LONDON FOR AMB/EX, SOFIA FOR AMBASSADOR 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 203745 

1 . ROBERT KAYLOR OF UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL QUOTED 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AS SAYING SOVIET PRODUCTION OF BACKFIRE 
BOMBER HAS INCREASED GRADUALLY IN RECENT MONTHS. KAYLOR 
SAID LAST YEAR'S PRODUCTION RATE WAS 30, BUT INTELLIGENCE 
SOURCES REPORT THAT TUPOLEV PLANT AT KAZAN IS NOW TURNING 
OUT BACKFIRES AT ANNUAL RATE OF 36. FURTHER INCREASE IS 
EXPECTED AS LINE GETS UP TO FULL SPEED. SOURCES TOLD KAYLOR, 
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WHO NOTED THAT ' BACKFIRE PRODUCTION IS CLOSELY TIED IN WITH 
SALT NEGOTIATIONS BECAUSE ADMINISTRATION HAS ACCEPTED SOVIET 
REFUSAL TO INCLUDE PLANES AS STRATEGIC WEAPONS IN AN ARMS 
CONTROL TREATY." HE SAID ADMINISTRATION HAS AGREED INSTEAD 
TO ACCEPT SOVIET ASSURANCE PRODUCTION WILL BE LIMITED TO 
CURRENT RATE. GOVERNMENT SOURCES SAID SOVIETS SO FAR HAVE 
DECLINED TO BE PINNED DOWN TO SPECIFIC NUMBER, KAYLOR RE- 
PORTED. INTELLIGENCE SOURCES SAID SOVIETS NOW HAVE ABOUT 
125 BACKFIRES. JCS CHIEF GEN. DAVID JONES RECENTLY SAID 
BACKFIRE PROPOSALS ARE "NOT IN OUR JUDGMENT REALISTIC RES- 
TRICTIONS BECAUSE THEY COULD BE CHANGED OVERNIGHT." OPPO- 
NENTS OF SALT TWO TREATY HAVE SAID THEY WILL USE BACKFIRE 

ISSUE IN SENATE RATIFICATION DEBATE, KAYLOR POINTED OUT. 

2. IN AUGUST 9 ROUNDUP, MAGAZINE IN ITEM FOUR SHOULD 
READ BUSINESS WEEK STED OF NEWSWEEK. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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